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of every country. On account of the development of economic'pro-
blems, 'international sense gave place to nationalism in its narcftw;
sense which ultimately became the major issue with every State. The'
economic depression of 1929, and mal-administration of gold made the
situation serious. It resulted in an economic tug-of-wan The policy
of isolation and self-interest gave birth to suspicion and distrust and
every State began to make secret preparations for another war. The
super-structure of international brotherhood that the League had so
nobly aimed at tumbled down by the force of vicious circumstances
and the decisions and wishes of the League were openly defied and
challenged.

2. The League had no force /<> use. The League had no physi-
cal force or other adequate means (navy. army, air force etc.) to-
enforce its decisions and make them binding upon others. It could
not coerce the recalcitrant members or those who flouted its autho-
rity. Jt could make laws and decide cases but it had no power to en-
force its decisions. This was the greatest weakness of the League. No
doubt it could influence the smaller and weaker Powers but the bigger
Powers, like Germany, Japan, Italy, etc.. openly defied its orders and
ignored its wishes. They committed a number of aggressions and
violated international law, but they were left unpunished.

In 1932, the League gave the most shocking demonstration of its
weakness in the Manchurian affair. Japan occupied Manchuria in
September 1931 and the League sent a commission headed by Lord
Lyttcm to report on the situation in the Far East. The Commission
reported that Japan's occupation of Manchuria was not justified by
reasons of self-defence and recommended that the Powers should not
recognise Manchukuo. Japan meanwhile conquered Jehol and brought
Inner Mongolia under the Manchukuan rule. The League adopted
the Lytton Report in February 1933. and Japan's reply was to give-
notice" of withdrawal from tfae League.

The next colossal failure of the League was in the case of Italy's
annexation of Abyssinia which was a member of the League. The
League invoked article 16 of the Covenant on October 6, 1935, and
sanctions were put into operation against Italy. For the first time,
a major power was formally condemned by the unanimous vote of
the League Council and Italy was declared an outlaw State, But the
sanctions failed. In June, 1936 the dispossessed Abyssinian Emperor
appeared before the Assembly to plead the case of "the country and
said pathetically, 4iGod and history will remember your judgment/"

In the case of the Spanish Civil Wan the League decided upon
enforcing a policy of non-intervention, though the proper business of
the League was to interfere in order to secure and maintain peace.

Again Japan attacked China without declaring war. This was
a major war in the East, yet the League failed to do anything regard-
ing it. In October, 1938 Germany put an end to the life of one of its
members, viz., Czechoslovakia and the League failed to take any ac-
tive step against the aggressor. By December, 1938, the totalitarian*!'
States (Germany and Italy) had definitely worsted the League,